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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT EAST COURT MANSION, EAST GRINSTEAD, ON MONDAY

8th JANUARY 2018 AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor Mrs J Mockford (Town Mayor)
Councillor Whittaker (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Favor, Hodges, Matthews, Mrs 
Mainstone, Mockford, Peacock, Sweatman, Visser, Webster and 
Wyan 

Others present:  Town Clerk, Mid Sussex District Councillor Edward Belsey and 6
Members of the Public.   

The Town Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all.  

43 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions.

44 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Dabell – Unwell 
Cllr Osborne  - Unwell
Cllr Mrs Russell   - Unwell
Cllr Saull  - recovering from operation

45 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS OF 2nd

OCTOBER 2017

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Town Council of 2nd October 2017
were accepted as a true copy and approved for signature by the 
Town Mayor.

46 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL, OR PECUNIARY INTEREST.

There were no new declarations
47 THE TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Town Mayor started with wishing Cllr Favor a happy 60th birthday for last week. 

The Town Mayor then drew attention to the circulated list shown below and in 
particular spoke of  the Track Trek, Silver Sunday, Sackville Schools young chef 
competition and presentation of the Imberhorne Schools A level certificates.  
She then presented the youth sports revenue grants to the three attendees 
representing East Grinstead Cricket Club, Ashurst Wood Jnr FC and Park Run. She 
announced that the 4th award to Imberhorne School would be sent along to them as 
they had not been able to attend tonight. 
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Finally she advised that she had accepted Adam Reeves resignation as a Councillor
on 5th January and therefore a Casual Vacancy arises which has already been
advertised today by Mid Sussex District Council.  If an election is to be held the 
Council will be informed in due course.  She thanked Adam for his service and 
recognised that family priorities needed to come first, If a Councillor realises they 
cannot give the time necessary to the Council it was fully appropriate, all be it 
difficult, to make the decision to resign, but one that was respected.           

MAYOR’S DIARY EVENTS
Oct
6    JCLLOO Grand Opening 
7   Seed Swap
7   49th Lions Charter Dinner   *
8   East Grinstead Schools Cross Country
8   Silver Sunday in the Meridian Hall  *
8   Saint Hill Gala Concert   *

11 East Grinstead Museum tour of the new McIndoe exhibition with Head of Scientology
11 Tour of Queen Victoria Hospital with Head of Scientology
13 St Catherine’s Hospice Grant cheque presentation
13 AGM of Age UK East Grinstead and District cheque presentation
13 Chief Constable of Sussex Police   DM
15 Civic Service St Swithun’s 
17 Bluebell Railway Trip with Bluebell Communications Director Roger Garman
18 Fire Brigade tour of the premises and show and tell on fire engines and equipment.
20 Bespoke Kitchen opening on London Road
21 EG Choral Society presentation at St Peters & St Pauls, Lingfield  *
25  AGM of North Sussex NSPCC   DM

Nov
2   CAB new office at Library
6   East Grinstead Food Bank presentation of revenue grant cheque
6   Meridian Indoor Bowls Club presentation of revenue grant cheque
6   West Sussex Mediation Service presentation of revenue grant cheque
7   Youth Speaks Rotary Club Chequer Mead  DM
12 Remembrance Day
12 Remembrance Sunday 
14 Grinstock Comedy Club Meridian Hall
15 Charity Wine and Cheese tasting Mayor of Sevenoaks *
17 Big Reveal High Street *
18 Trak Trek Bluebell Railway
18 Chequer Mead 21st Birthday Gala
19 East Grinstead Rotary Club presentation of revenue grant cheque
19 Litter Pick in the High Street
19 Changing Place Ariel Othello Hawth Theatre
20 Mayor’s Meal at the Gurkha Woodcock Hill
22 The Band of the Grenadier Guards – Chequer Mead
22 Forest Row Dramatic Society Play
23 East Grinstead Arts Society presentation of revenue grant cheque
23  St Peter’s School Assembly and meet the Eco Team
24  Town Twinning AGM
25 Christmas Lights Rotary
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26 Christingle Beaver Felbridge Village Hall
29 Rotary Young Chef Sackville School
30 High Street Retail Offices Fordyce and Playle

Dec
1Christmas Market Imberhorne School DM
2   MSOPC Christmas party DM
2   Blackwell School Fair
2  Video Solar Fitness
2  The Last Night of the Christmas Proms
3  Christmas Family Festival
3  Civic Service Chairman of MSDC St Leonards Church Turners Hill
4  Presentation of Revenue Grant Disability Access
4  Christmas Carols Sackville College
5  Choir Power Chequer Mead*
6  Cantua Amici    DM
10 Solemn Vespers Arundel Cathedral
10  Tree of Light St Catherine’s Hospice   DM
15  Horncastle House Christmas Party
17  Mayor’s Carols at East Court*
17 Twas the Sunday Before Christmas*
18 Presentation of Revenue grant cheque to Conservators of Ashdown Forest*
19 Sackville Carols at St Swithuns*
19 ATC awards   DM
20 Millview Carols by Candlelight  *

January 2018
4  Imberhorne Upper School - A level Certificate Presentation*
8  Crawley Down unveiling Plaque for John Funnell WW1*

48 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

The Leader of the Council made the following report
“ I would like to take this opportunity to wish the Town Clerk, all members of staff, 
Councillors and members of the public a happy new year. We are sad to see some 
members of staff leave us due to retirement after many years with the Town Council 
and we wish them all well for the future as the same time welcoming those new 
members of staff who join a hard working vibrant team. 
As a Town Council we remain in a healthy financial position due to the prudent 
management of our finances and as we are currently deliberating our budget for 
2018/19 which will finally be decided at the Council meeting on 5th February to allow 
our aspirations that we hold for the town to be implemented and to continue grant 
funding to those organisations in the Town and those events such as East Court 
Live.  We also have our statutory obligations such as cemeteries, and of course 
maintaining our investment programme to the Town Council property portfolio.  
We still maintain and build on a closer working relationship with West Sussex and 
Mid Sussex Councils for the benefit of the town and to ensure the services that are 
provided continue to be delivered.   We will hope that the District Plan is adopted 
early in this year and then we can start to review our Neighbourhood Plan if 
required. 
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We are pleased to see that the old Martells site has nearly been demolished, so, 
work has been progressing.  I can also give an update on the Travelodge, although 
a different contractor is dealing with the flats, Jessops building contractors who 
have taken over the travel lodge and the retail unit have a completion date of 1st

week of August.  It is official that Wilkinsons will not be the retail offer at the site, but 
who knows things could change.   Jessops are running a competition to community 
groups in the town whom we encourage to take part, for an artwork based on our 
local heritage for the hoardings surrounding the site, the competition closes on 18th

January. 
Finally we thank the member so of the public for their support and we as a council 
with a good track record will continue to serve the residents of East Grinstead, as 
we always do.”

It was clarified by question that the property portfolio referred to was the East Court 
estate.  
It was further commented that the underpass by Sackville school had been a great 
success and it was hoped that they would be entering the competition for the 
jessops hoarding.  It was also commented that being the 100th centenary of the end 
of the 1st world war that this theme may be nice to be picked up. 

The report was noted

49 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING

There was none

50 UPDATE FROM PRINCIPAL COUNCIL

The Town Mayor welcomed Councillor Edward Belsey who represents Herontye 
ward at Mid Sussex District Council. He gave the following update concentrating on 
ward matters and the health and wellbeing work he was particularly involved in.    
He advised there were significant concerns as to the abilities of the services to 
perform and meet the demands placed on Brighton and Sussex hospital trust, 
SECAMB and the CCG. 
The District plan is progressing and the Brownfield register is out for comment. The 
decision on Hill Place Farm has been delayed until March at the earliest as the 
evidence for the habitats assessment has still to be evaluated and final advice 
issued. 
WSCC take safeguarding very seriously and have been running a set of seminars to 
raise awareness and identify signs of abuse.  
Good news that Moatfield Surgery has now reopened its books to new patients, 
having recruited new GP’s and returned their staffing to full levels.  However the 
CCG is rationing patient care as has been in the national news and there are delays 
in routine surgery. 
Additional beds have been hired in nursing homes to provide the half-way house 
(almost like a convalescent home) to unblock beds in hospitals before patients are 
fit to return home. 

It was commented that the new policies surrounding the right surgery being done at 
the right time, which is pleasing as this has not been the priority in the past.  It was 
also commented that it was an encouraging move that the Government cabinet 
reshuffle has placed the Secretary of State for Health is also responsible for care, 
this was a much needed move for joined up seamless patient service delivery.   
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The Deputy Town Mayor thanked Cllr Belsey for attending the meeting and 
imparting his knowledge to the Town Council.    

51 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AS FOLLOWS: -

Date Page Nos Minute Nos

(a) Planning 04-10-17         76-81         152-158
(b) Planning 23-10-17 82-88 159-167
(c) Planning 13-11-17 89-96 168-176
(d) Public Services 30-11-17 97-100 177-189
(e) Planning 04-12-17      101-109        190-198
(f) Amenities & Tourism                                07-12-17 110-112 199-211
(g) Finance & General Purposes                   14-12-17      113-116        212-232

The Chairman of Planning highlighted progress on the Weston homes development 
in Queens Walk, TraveLodge was picked up again as per the Leaders comments,  
the former Threadneedles site was continuing with the redevelopment, the Hill Place 
Farm decision had been put back to March, strong representations had been made 
on proposals for development on Crawley Down Road.  The Committee had 
responded to the draft amendments to the District Plan and the Interim results from 
the Traffic Audit would be expected shortly.  The Committee has also resolved to 
set up a working party to consider infrastructure needs in the town and this would be
cross boundary.  All in all it had been a busy cycle for the planning committee.          

The Chairman of Public Services thanked the Vice Chair and Committee for 
proceeding so ably while she was indisposed during the winter meeting cycle. She 
then handed over to the Vice Chairman to propose the minutes of the November 
Public Services Committee. He did so making particular reference to the 
presentation given by Inspector Wood and the committee had resolved to set up a 
working part to consider developing a local cycling infrastructure plan.   

The Chairman of Amenities and Tourism proposed the minutes of the Amenities and 
September Tourism Committee. He asked for the minutes to convey the thanks of 
the Committee for Peter Carrs long service with the Council and wished him well 
with his retirement.  He also mentioned that St Margaret’s Loop may now have a 
new plan and idea to bring the cutting back in to use, following the Councils 
agreement in principle to take over the Railway paths land once the project was 
complete.  

The Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee, proposed the minutes. 

RESOLVED : To approve the minutes of the above Committees 
and to confirm the decisions contained within them.

52 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS

RESOLVED: 1)To seal the Grants of Exclusive Right of burial 
numbers 2126, 2127, 2128, 2129, 2103, 2131, 2132

53 COUNCIL AND  COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
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RESOLVED:  To approve the dates of the Council meetings as set 
out in the report and 
2) to note that the Planning Committee would meet on Wednesday 
29th August not Wednesday 28th August as shown on the previous 
list. 

54 TO CONSIDER GRANTING A LEAVE OF ABSENCE

The Town Mayor introduced the item explaining that Councillor Saull has been 
recovering from an operation and may not be able to return to Council meetings in 
the short term. He is hoped to be back with us soon, but in order to give him an 
opportunity to recover fully it is proposed a 6 month leave of absence be granted

RESOLVED: Councillor Saull was granted a 6 month leave of 
absence, with the Councils good wishes for a speed recovery 

55 TO APPOINT A TRUSTEE TO THE EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM

Councillor Mrs Belsey was nominated to fill the vacancy on this outside body, noting 
that she would become a Trustee as was the constitution of the Museum.   

RESOLVED:  Councillor Mrs Belsey was appointed as the Town 
Council Trustee nominee to the East Grinstead Town Museum. (this 
appointment will need to be ratified by a meeting of the EGM)   

56 POPPY APPEAL

The Town Mayor noted the collections with pleasure and asked that the minutes 
place on records the Councils thanks to John and Lynda Railton for all of their 
efforts over many years for the Poppy Appeal.  

57 STANDING ORDERS ANNUAL REVIEW

The Town Mayor introduced the item and outlined the proposals.  She took item 1u 
first, as the more straightforward item in simply putting the required quorum of the 
committees beyond doubt. 

RESOLVED: to insert in to the standing orders the following new addition with 
immediate effect:

1 u (i) Quorum at a Committee or Working party will be 1/3 of the whole 
membership or 3 whichever is the greater.

The Town Mayor then then opened a debate on 1d, explaining that the committee 
often attracted people who wished to make representations on applications and it 
was sometimes difficult to curtail these to questions.

The motion was proposed and seconded, 
Several members spoke in support and against the motion:
An amendment was proposed and seconded that a system similar to the district 
council could be adopted, allowing a certain number of people time to speak,  
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It was queried as to whether questions would also be allowed or just 
representations.    
There was concern that if a large number of people wanted to speak it could mean 
that the 15 minutes was used up very quickly or the Chairman would suspend 
standing orders which could significantly prolong the meeting. 
It was stated that as standing orders could be suspended the proposal was not 
needed as the Chairman could use his discretion and suspend.
There were concerns as to the process resulting in lack of representation depending 
on who was allowed to speak. 

RESOLVED:
1) to add:  the word “also” between may and make to read; “members of the public 

may also make representations on the applications” and 
2) to add the words to the end of the proposal to read “representations to be made 

will be restricted to a maximum of two persons speaking for and or against the 
application”.

A further amendment was proposed and seconded to address the concern as to not 
stifling representation. Comment was made that this council is not making the 
decision but merely a recommendation to the planning authority and allowing 
replication of the planning authority process may confuse.  Following discussion the 
following was

RESOLVED: To add to the end of the amended proposal the words:
“In the event of a large number of speakers indicating to speak on an 
application, the Chairman has the discretion to increase the number allowed 
to speak”

The Clerk then read back the final proposal, including the two amendments and it 
was 

RESOLVED:    
To insert in to the Standing orders the following new addition with immediate effect:

1 d (i) In respect of Planning Committee meetings, in accordance with the 
remaining provisions within the standing orders relating to public 
participation, members of the public may also make representations on the 
applications. 

 Representations to be made will be restricted to a maximum of 
two persons speaking for and or against the application.  

 In the event of a large number of speakers indicating to speak 
on an application, the Chairman has the discretion to increase 
the number allowed to speak

There were no further matters raised to consider amendments to the standing 
orders or financial regulations.     

The Town Mayor announced that the next meeting of Council was due to be held on 
Monday 5th February 2018 at 7pm to agree the budget and precept. She then
invited all to join her for refreshments in the Mayor’s Parlour and the meeting ended 
at 8.17pm.

SIGNED:
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TOWN MAYOR


